VOCATIONAL EXPLORATION 

or

Help!  I don’t know what I want to be when I grow up!


While many students know what their vocational goals are when they enter college, many students are not aware of all the possible jobs that are available in the workforce and have no idea what profession they want to follow nor how to get there.  


Kent State University - Stark Campus is unique in its commitment to helping students discover their greatest potential and the ways to reach that potential.  We provide three avenues for students to discover where their future lies:

FACULTY GUIDANCE -  Kent State-Stark faculty are available during office hours to talk to students about careers in their fields of study.  Students need only to check with the professors to see what their office hours are and schedule appointments.

SELF-DIRECTED SEARCH  -  The Holland-based Self-Directed Search is a paper and pencil test of vocational interest and aptitude.   This test is widely accepted by vocational guidance professionals as an excellent tool to help a student (traditional or non-traditional) identify how the student’s interests and aptitudes are used in the world of work, identifying jobs and clusters of jobs that would be appropriate for the student.   


Students can get the Self-Directed Search test in the Student Services Center on the first floor of Main Hall.  Students fill out the test and schedule a vocational guidance appointment in the Student Services Center where their test results are interpreted.  Based on the student’s responses, vocations are suggested and avenues for further exploration are made.  

DISCOVER - Career Guidance and Information Software System -  Discover is the premier computer-based career guidance and information system from ACT.  This system is networked on all campus computers.  Students who want to access this program just click on the icon on the screen that has the title: DISCOVER.  This system provides a developmental guidance process and detailed information to help students make important career and educational decisions, whether they are planning for immediate employment, vocational training, college or military service.  DISCOVER has up-to-date databases of occupations, majors, schools and training institutions, financial aid/scholarships and military options.  This program helps students identify their strengths and needs and to build a plan based on their personal profile.  It provides detailed information about hundreds of occupations in the current U.S. labor market.  

