Catullus 51: Ad Lesbiam; Love from Afar

Ille mi par esse deo videtur,

ille, si fas est, superare divos,

qui sedens adversus identidem te


spectat et audit

dulce ridentem, misero quod omnīs
eripit sensus mihi: nam simul te,

Lesbia, aspexi, nihil est super mi


vocis in ore,

lingua sed torpet, tenuis sub artus

flamma demanat, sonitu suopte
tintinant aures, gemina teguntur


lumina nocte.



par, paris (adj.) equal
supero, -are surpass, excel
sensūs

sum super = supersum: “be left of” + genitive

suopte = suo (reflexive adjective)

Meter: Saphic Strophe:
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Required Vocabulary
Nouns

deus, -i, m.

divus, -i, m.

fas (indeclinable)

flamma, -ae, f.

lingua, -ae, f.

lumen, -inis, n.

nihil (indeclinable)

nox, noctis, f.


Verbs

audio, -ire, audi, auditum

sedeo, -ere, sedi, sessum

specto, -are, -avi, -atum

tego, -ere, texi, tectum

videor, -eri, visus est

Adverbs

adversus

identidem

simul

Adjectives/Pronouns
dulci, -e

ego

ille, illa, illud

miser, misera, miserum

tenuis, -e

tu

