Catullus 3: Lesbia’s Pet Sparrow

Passer, deliciae meae puellae,

quocum ludere, quem in sinu tenere,

cui primum digitum dare appetenti
et acres solet incitare morsus,

cum desiderio meo nitenti
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carum nescioquid lubet iocari,
et solaciolum sui doloris,

credo, ut tum gravis acquiescat ardor;
tecum ludere sicut ipsa possem

et tristes animi levare curas!
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deliciae, -arum, f. pl. delight, darling
quocum = cum quo

ludere, tenere: infinitives after an understood solet
appeto, -ere, -ii, itum attack
et: connects the two verbs in the cui clause

solet: Lesbia is the subject

incito, -are urge on
cum: subordinating conjunction
desiderio: reference to Lesbia
carum nescioquid: some sweet thing (game) or other
et: connects deliciae and solaciolum
solaciolum: diminutive

sui = Lesbiae

acquiesco, -ere, -quievi rest; what mood is it?
possem: optative subjunctive (with utinam)

animi: i.e., of Catullus
Required Vocabulary
Nouns

animus, -i, m.

ardor, -oris, m.

cura, -ae, f.

digitus, -i, m.

dolor, -oris, n.

passer, -eris, m.
puella, -ae, f.


Verbs

ludo, ludere, lusi, lusum
niteo, nitēre, nitui

soleo, solēre, solitus

teneo, tenēre, tenui, tentum
Adverbs

sicut

tum


Adjectives
acer, acris

carus, -a -um

gravis, -e

meus, -a, -um
primus, -a, -um

tristis, -e
