Reading 1: The Sibylline Books



Tarquinius Superbus was the last king of Rome.  It was during his reign that the Romans claimed they acquired the prophetic "Sibylline Oracles".  ‘Sibyl’ was a name given to prophetesses inspired by some deity, usually Apollo; one of the most famous was the Cumaean Sibyl, who was said to have brought a collection of prophecies, written in Greek hexameters, from Cumae in Campania to Rome.  Tarquin bought them, as described below, and deposited them in the Capitol, where they were to be consulted, by order of the Senate, to learn how the displeasure of the gods was to be averted in time of calamity.

The Sibylline Books.  An old woman burns six of the nine books and sells the rest to Tarquinius Superbus for the same price as she had asked for all nine.
1

Anus incognita ad Tarquinium Superbum adiit, novem 


librōs ferens, quōs esse dicebat divina oracula; sē eōs velle 


vendere.  Tarquinius pretium rogavit; mulier immensum 


poposcit; rex eam derisit.  Tum illa foculum cum ignī apposuit et 
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trēs librōs ex novem deussit et num rex reliquōs eōdem pretiō 


emere vellet rogavit.  Tarquinius id multō magis risit.  Mulier 


statim tres aliōs librōs exussit, atque iterum placide rogavit num 


trēs reliquōs eōdem pretiō emeret.  Tarquinius eam constantiam 


non neglegendam esse intellegit et librōs trēs mercatur non 
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minore pretiō quam quod erat petitum prō omnibus.

Useful Vocabulary

(1) anus us, f. old woman

(2) divinus, -a, -um divine

(3) vendo, -ere  to sell
pretium price

immensus immense, huge
(4) poposcit: from posco, -ere, "demand"

derideo to laugh at

foculus brazier, fire-pan

appono to set up
(5) deuro to burn up

(7) placide (adv) calmly

(9) mercor to buy

