Reading 1: The Sibylline Books (Worksheet for 1/21/05)


Answer the following questions:

Line 2: What does ferens modify? ____________________________

Line 2: quos esse dicebat divina oracula:  this relative clause can be difficult to translate because of the indirect statement embedded within it.  Keep the relative pronoun at the beginning of the clause in English and be sure to translate esse with a finite verb.  

Line 2: Who or what is the antecedent of the pronoun quos? ____________________________

Line 2: What is the relative time of the infinitive esse? ____________________________

Line 2: Who or what is the antecedent of the pronoun eos? ____________________________

Line 2: From what verb does velle come? ____________________________

Line 2: Give a form i.d. for velle. __________________________________________________

Line 3: immensum:  adjective modifying an understood pretium.

Line 4: Who or what is the antecedent of the pronoun eam? ____________________________

Line 4: cum igni apposuit: "set up (direct object) with fire" = "light (the direct object)"

Line 5: num:  num is an interrogative meaning "whether". 

Line 5: What is the head verb that introduces the indirect question? _______________________
Line 5: Why is pretio in the ablative? _______________________________________________
Line 6: What is the relative time of the imperfect subjunctive vellet? ______________________
Line 6: Why is multo in the ablative? _______________________________________________

Line 8: What is the relative time of the subjunctive emeret? _____________________________
Line 9: neglegendam esse:  passive periphrastic verb in the infinitive because it is in indirect statement (new grammar to be discussed next week).  This verb form is used to convey a sense of obligation or necessity; translate using the model "(something) must/should/ought to be (done)".

Line 10: quam: a subordinating conjunction introducing a comparison clause.

Line 10: quod erat petitum pro omnibus:  this is a relative clause within the quam clause.  It goes with an understood "pretium" after the quam: "than (the price) which had been sought …"

Required Vocabulary Review for this reading.  Find the complete dictionary entry for each  

Nouns
ignis

liber

mulier

oraculum

rex

Verbs

adeo

intellego

posco

rogo

utor

volo

Adjectives
isdem

novem
reliquus
Indeclinables

et

ex

iterum

magis

non

quam

quo

