Reading 4: The Death of Tiberius Gracchus



Tiberius Gracchus, a grandson of the great Scipio Africanus, as tribune in 133

determined to restore Italian agriculture.  He proposed a bill that the big estates (latifundia) should be broken up and divided amongst the poor citizens who had been dispossessed, though the present owners could retain 500 acres each, with 250 for each of two sons.  His land reforms, however, encroached upon Senatorial interests and he was eventually murdered.

1

Tiberius Gracchus, P. Africani ex filiā nepos, tribunus 

2
plebis creatus, promulgatis agrariis legibus, in ultimum 

3
periculum adduxit rem publicam.  Octavio enim collegae 

4
magistratum abrogavit et triumviros agris dividendis creavit se, 

5
socerumque suum, Appium, et Gracchum fratrem.  Tum P. 

6
Scipio Nasica, cum esset consobrinus Ti. Gracchi, ex superiore 

7
parte Capitolii hortatus est eos, qui salvam esse rem publicam 

8
vellent, ut se sequerentur.  Tum optimates, senatus, et equestris 

9
ordinis pars melior et major, irruēre in Gracchum, stantem ibi 

10
cum amicis suis.  Is fugiens ex Capitolio, fragmine subsellii 

11
ictus, vitam immaturā morte finivit.  Hoc initium in urbe Roma 

12
civilis sanguinis fuit.
Useful Vocabulary

(1) tribunus plebis. tribune of the plebs 
(2) promulgo, -are. introduce (a bill)
(3) collega, -ae, m. colleague
(4) abrogo, -are. remove from
(5) socer, -i. father-in-law
(6) consobrinus, -i. cousin
(7) Capitolium, -i. Capitoline (hill)
(8) optimates, -ium. Optimates (political party in Rome favoring a strong aristocracy)

equester ordo, Equestrian order
(9) irruo, -ere. rush, attack
(10) fragmen, -inis, n. piece, fragment
subsellium, -i. bench

civilis, -e civil

