Earth Science Professional Development Workshop for Teachers

June 23-26, 2008
Final Project Information
Due: Friday, August 8, 2008
Participants who are enrolled for graduate credit are required to complete a final project to receive a satisfactory grade for the course.  This project includes developing and describing an original, inquiry-based Earth Science activity for a K-12 classroom, and writing a reflective essay.  The Final Project is to be completed individually, but work done on the Group Project for the workshop may be included as part of your Final Project.
I. Development of an Original Inquiry-Based Earth Science Activity for a K-12 Classroom
Develop and describe an original activity, choosing one of the following options:
a) Interdisciplinary – Select two or more science content areas covered in the workshop.  Develop and describe an activity that explores both areas and highlights the connection between them.
b) Science and Society – Select one or more science content areas covered in the workshop.  Develop and describe an activity that integrates science content with the impacts of this science topic on society or the impacts of society on this science topic.
c) Local/Regional Interest – Select one or more science content areas covered in the workshop.  Develop and describe an activity that approaches this science content area using the local environment.  This may include a local excursion, exploration of data from the local area, collection of data locally, or study of the local manifestation of a particular Earth Science process.
Your activity should require 2-5 class periods and be aligned with the Ohio Academic Content Standards, Benchmarks and Indicators.  Written descriptions should include a title, target grade level, objectives, materials, teacher preparation instructions, step-by-step instructions for each day, assessment plan, a list of Ohio Standards, Indicators and Benchmarks addressed, and a list of resources for students and/or teachers.  An optional template for formatting your activity can be downloaded from the Earth Science Workshop website: http://www.personal.kent.edu/~dwitter/es-workshop/ (see the Final Project link).
II. Reflective Essay

Write a 2-3 page (typed, single spaced, 12 point font) reflective essay describing how participation in this workshop has changed your perceptions of Earth Science and of teaching Earth Science.  Your essay may focus on any of the following:  science content, the integration of inquiry into the science classroom, the use of the local environment as a “natural laboratory” for Earth Science exploration, or another related topic.

Due Date
All assignments should be formatted as an MS Word or PDF documents.  Please email completed assignments to Donna Witter (dwitter@kent.edu) no later than Friday, August 8, 2008.  
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