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Neopagan religions have had a much larger impact on American culture than their 
relatively small numbers (fewer than 1 million in a nation of 296 million) and recent 
emergence (in the 20th century) would suggest. In this course we will examine 
contemporary paganisms in relation to one of the central religious traditions of Western 
antiquity, that of the Greeks. Through a survey of Greek religion, we will explore aspects 
of religious practice and belief that were held in common by the pre-Christian traditions 
of Europe, the Òpagans.Ó In the second half of the course, we will study contemporary 
self-identified pagans (practitioners of Wicca and reconstructionist paganisms) in order to 
determine what elements are shared with the ancients and to discover how Neopagans 
have adapted the religious practices and beliefs of antiquity for the modern world. We 
will also examine how both ancient and modern paganisms have come into conflict with 
the dominant Western religious paradigm of Christianity. 
 
This is a discussion-style course. Students should expect a great deal of reading and 
should be prepared to read carefully and thoroughly before coming to class. Some 
selections may require reading more than once in order to fully absorb the concepts. A 
successful discussion will depend on whether students have become familiar with the 
material. 
 
Texts: 
Larson, Jennifer. 2007. Ancient Greek cults: A guide. Routledge. (=AGC) 
Magliocco, Sabina. 2004. Witching culture. Folklore and neopaganism in America. 
University of Pennsylvania Press. (=WC) 
Other readings (listed below) are available online or will be provided by the instructor. 
 
Grading: 
Assignment Undergraduates Honors UGs Graduate Students 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Pick any four; 15% 
each 

Pick any five; 10% 
each 

Do all six; 10% 
each 

Journal 20% 20% 15% 
Paper NA 10% 10% 
Participation 20% 20% 15% 
 



Participation: Each week you need to demonstrate your knowledge of the material by 
participating in the discussion. Those who remain entirely silent will not receive points 
for that week. Those who have unexcused absences will not receive points (an absence is 
considered excused in the case of a documented illness or emergency). Everyone will 
begin with a participation grade of zero. If you speak up during a class, you will receive 7 
points. Email me about making up points for excused absences. 
 
Timeliness and extra credit: No late work will be accepted unless there is a documented 
illness or emergency. If you need to miss a class when an assignment is due, you should 
contact me by email. Assignments are due at the beginning of class; do not skip class to 
work on an assignment and expect to arrive late and turn it in at the end. There is no extra 
credit, so plan carefully to get the work done and in on time. 
 
Classroom rules: Do not take calls during class. Please turn your phones and other 
devices off. If there is a call you must take (e.g. from a sick child), set your phone on 
vibrate and leave the classroom in order to answer the call. Please do not record class 
discussions unless you obtain permission first.  
 
Note: This course approaches the study of pagan religions from a secular, scholarly 
perspective, not a faith-based perspective. While remaining respectful of religious beliefs, 
we will not be assuming the truth-claims of any religion. Instead, we will view these from 
a historian's perspective and attempt to gain an empathetic understanding of the religious 
experiences of the people under study, some of which may be unfamiliar, disturbing or 
even shocking to students of traditional faiths. The course may include subject matter and 
discussions of an adult nature. Students are expected to be respectful toward the opinions 
and beliefs of others; this is not the same thing as adopting them. In this class, nobody 
will be expected to change his or her religious beliefs; however, each student will be 
expected to become familiar with the material, discuss it in class, and show mastery of it 
in the written assignments. Students of any religious path (or none) are welcome in the 
class. 
 
Topics and assignments: tentative schedule 
 
Accessing the reserve readings: (1) Go to http://kentlink.kent.edu/ and click the tab for 
Reserves. Type Larson in the box for the ProfessorÕs name, and select Larson, Jennifer on 
the next page., then CLAS 41097, then Electronic Reserves: Documents and Materials 
for CLAS 41097, then Connect to ERES page for Larson, Jennifer. You should see a log-
in screen. Enter the password Ancient17. This will take you to the page where you can 
download all the readings as pdfs. They are listed alphabetically, not in the order weÕll be 
reading them. 
 
Note on the readings: when reading critically about a given topic, especially in a 
controversial area like religion, one should ask certain questions. First, is this material 
written from a scholarly perspective? That is, (1) does it meet the research standards 
accepted in the scholarly community, and (2) is it written from a perspective that does not 
assume the truth claims of the religion in question? If the answer is no, that does not 



mean the material is without value, but it means that you, the reader, should be more 
wary about any factual claims made by the author since that individual may not be 
familiar with the higher standards of evidence and argument expected in scholarly work. 
Second, is this material written by a practitioner of the religion and/or from the 
perspective of a participant? Materials written by participants or from the perspective of a 
practitioner, are often valuable ÒprimaryÓ sources, but it is important to be aware of the 
writerÕs potential biases. Some practitioners adopt an ÒobjectiveÓ stance for their writings 
and some deliberately do not, since they are addressing fellow believers. In the readings I 
have selected for you, the materials written from a scholarly perspective are marked with 
a dot ! . The materials written by practicing Neopagans are marked with a star " . Notice 
that some items have both a dot and a star! If I am not sure about whether the author is a 
Neopagan, I include a question mark in bold ?. 
 
Week 1: What is paganism? Introduction to polytheism and ancient Greek religion. 
! AGC Ch 1: ÒMethods, sources and concepts for the study of ancient Greek cultsÓ 
"  ! Greer, John Michael. 2005. A world full of gods. An inquiry into polytheism. Tucson: 

ADF Publishing. Ch 1: The one and the many. Ch 6: The logic of polytheism 
 
Week 2: Ritual basics: festivals, sacr ifices, votives; archaic ethics and morality; 
votive offer ings and dedications  
! AGC Ch 2: ÒProgenitor and king: ZeusÓ 
! AGC Ch 4: ÒMistress of citadels: AthenaÓ 
! Rice, David G. and John Stambaugh. 1979. Sources for the study of Greek religion. 

[n.p.]: Society for Biblical Literature. ÒSacrificesÓ pp. 107-15 
! Pedley, John. 2005. Sanctuaries and the sacred in the ancient Greek world. Cambridge 

and New York: Cambridge University Press. Ch VII: ÒActivities and experiences, 
part IIÓ 100-118 

 
Week 3: Myth and the role of texts; the heroic age and the past 
Assignment 1 due. 
! Buxton, Richard. 1994. Imaginary Greece: The contexts of mythology Cambridge and 
New York: Cambridge University Press. Ch 1: ÒTelling tales,Ó pp. 9-17, Ch. 2: ÒMyths in 
performance,Ó pp. 18-44. 
! AGC Ch 15: ÒThe powerful dead: Heroes and heroinesÓ 
! AGC Ch 14: ÒAnomalous immortals: hero-gods and heroine-goddessesÓ 
 
Week 4: Animistic elements and nature: immanence of the divine; the role of the 
landscape; features of mystery cult 
! AGC Ch 6: ÒMistresses of grain and souls: Demeter and Kore/PersephoneÓ 
! AGC Ch 11: ÒDear to the people: Hermes and nature deitiesÓ 
! Buxton, Imaginary Greece. Ch 6: ÒLandscapeÓ 80-113 
! Rice and Stambaugh, Sources ÒRural cults and customsÓ 131-7, ÒThe Eleusinian 
MysteriesÓ 171-93 
 
Week 5: Rites of passage; the role of ethnicity 
! AGC Ch 8: ÒThe tender and the savage: ArtemisÓ 



! AGC Ch 5: ÒRuler of elemental powers: PoseidonÓ 
! AGC Ch 3: ÒLady of grand temples: HeraÓ 
! AGC Ch 13: ÒStrangers and indigenes: Latecomer and regional deitiesÓ 
 
Week 6: The temple and sanctuary; religious authority: the polis, pr iests, religious 
specialists; divination and oracles  
Assignment 2 due. 
 
! Pedley, Sanctuaries and the sacred Ch. V ÒArchitecture for the gods: Sacred buildingÓ 
57-77; Chapter XI ÒSanctuary histories: PoseidoniaÓ 167-185 
! Price, Simon. 1999. Religions of the Ancient Greeks Cambridge and New York: 
Cambridge University Press. Ch. 4: ÒAuthority, control and crisisÓ 67-88 
! AGC Ch 7: ÒGuarding and guiding the city: ApolloÓ 
! AGC Ch 9: ÒThe persuasive goddess: AphroditeÓ 
 
Week 7: Ecstatic worship, dreams and visions; the after life; the role of magic 
! AGC Ch 10: ÒEpiphany and transformation: DionysosÓ 
! AGC Ch 12: ÒDivine specialists: other Panhellenic deitiesÓ 
! Cole, Susan G. 2003. Landscapes of Dionysos and Elysian fields. In M. Cosmopoulos 
ed. Greek Mysteries: The archaeology and ritual of ancient Greek secret cults. 
Routledge. pp. 193-217 
! Luck, Georg. 1999. ÒWitches and sorcerers in Classical literature,Ó in B. Ankarloo and 
S. Clark eds., Witchcraft and magic in Europe: Ancient Greece and Rome. London: The 
Athlone Press. 99-158. 
! Gager, John. 1992. Curse tablets and binding spells in the ancient world. Oxford and 
New York: Oxford University Press. Introduction pp. 3-24; nos.  18-25 (pp. 85-92), nos. 
37-41 (pp. 124-29), nos. 61-2 (pp. 156-7). 
 
Week 8: Post-classical paganism. Neoplatonism and theurgy. Isis cult in antiquity 
Assignment 3 due. Reading/Discussion journals due. 
! Ronald Hutton, Ronald. 2003. Witches, Druids and King Arthur. London: Hambledon 
and London. Ch. 4: ÒThe new old paganism,Ó 87-135 
! Macmullen, Ramsay and Eugene Lane eds. 1992. Paganism and Christianity 100-425 
CE: A sourcebook. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. Ch 4: Hymns, 50-63. Lucius is saved by 
conversion to Isis worship, 84-103 
 
Week 9: Modern paganism: Introduction; Wicca  
" ! WC Ch. 1: ÒThe study of folklore and the reclamation of paganism,Ó 23-56 
" ! WC Ch. 2: ÒBoundaries and borders: Imagining communityÓ 57-92  
" Gardner, Gerald. ÒLiving WitchcraftÓ in Chas S. Clifton and Graham Harvey. 2004. 
The Paganism Reader. London and New York: Routledge 153-62 
" Valiente, Doreen. ÒThe Charge of the GoddessÓ [see course website] 
" Bridger, Margarian. ÒPagan deism: Three views,Ó Pomegranate 1 (1997) 36-42 
 



Week 10: Reconstructionist paganisms 
" ! Adler, Margot. Drawing down the moon: Witches, druids, goddess-worshipers and 
other pagans in America. New York: Penguin. Ch. 9: ÒReligions from the past: The 
pagan reconstructionists,Ó 243-99 
" Bonewits, Isaac. 2006. BonewitsÕs essential guide to Druidism. New York: Citadel 
Press Books. 61-116, 161-78 
" Paxson, Diana. 2006. Essential Asatru: Walking the path of Norse paganism. New 
York: Citadel Press. 1-4, 45-52, 55-73, 131-44 
" Paxson, Diana. 2005. Taking up the runes. York Beach ME: Red Wheel/Weiser. 
ÒFehu/Uruz: A ritual for abundanceÓ 273-82; ÒGebo/Wunjo: The gift of joyÓ 303-10; 
ÒEihwaz/Perthro: The tree and the wellÓ 331-40 
 
Week 11: Pagan mythology: the Burning Times, Neolithic continuity, etc. 
Assignment 4 due. Paper topics due. 
" ! WC Ch. 6:  ÒThe romance of subdominance: Creating oppositional cultureÓ 185-204 
" Tate, Karen. 2006. Sacred places of goddess. 108 Destinations. San Francisco: CCC. 
pp. 13-16, 85-94   
Hutton, Ronald. ÒThe Neolithic Great Goddess: A study in modern tradition,Ó 
Pomegranate 2 (1997) 22-35 
" ! Gibbons, Jenny. ÒRecent developments in the study of the great European witch 
hunt,Ó Pomegranate 5 (1998) 2-16 
" ! Dashu, Max. ÒAnother view of the witch hunts,Ó Pomegranate 9 (1999) 30-43 
 
Week 12: Role of nature; immanence of the divine; Pagan ethics 
" ! McNierney, Michael. ÒThe Stoic way of nature: A pagan spiritual path,Ó 
Pomegranate 7 (1999) 13-27 
" ! Clifton, Chas S. ÒNature religion for realÓ in Clifton and Harvey ed., The Paganism  
Reader, 335-41 
" Myers, Brendan Cathbad. 2003. Dangerous religion: Environmental spirituality and its 
activist dimension. [n.p.]: Earth Religions Press. 1-29 
" Robin Wood, ÒWhy ethics?Ó !  Robin Wood 1999; used by permission 
http:/ / www.robinwood.com/ LivingtreeGrove/ Ethics/ EthicsSet.html 
! Marguerite Rigoglioso, ÒAn Interview with Starhawk,Ó Feminist Theology 13.2 (2005) 
173-83 
 
Week 13: Ritual and the role of magic 
Assignment 5 due. 
" ! WC Ch. 3: ÒMaking magic: Training the imagination,Ó 95-121 
" ! WC Ch. 4: ÒRitual: Between the worlds,Ó 122-51 
" Isaac Bonewits Rites of worship: A Neopagan approach ÒDefining our terms,Ó 10-38, 
ÒHow, MundaneÓ and ÒHow, MagicalÓ 158-210 
" ! Magliocco, Sabina. 2001. Neo-pagan sacred art and altars: Making things work. 
Jackson: University Press of Mississippi. 8-34 
 
Week 14: Ecstatic worship, dreams and visions 
Preliminary bibliography and outline for papers due. 



" ! WC Ch. 5: ÒThe juice of ritual: Pathways to ecstasy,Ó 152-81 
" ! Jenny Blain, ÒSeidhr and seidhrworkers: Recovering shamanic practice in 
contemporary Heathenism,Ó Pomegranate 6 (1998) 6-19 
" ! Wallis, Robert J. ÒJourneying the politics of ecstasy: Anthropological perspectives on 
Neoshamanism,Ó Pomegranate 9 (1998) 20-9 
 
Week 15: The role of ethnicity; creating identity; pagans in a monotheistic culture 
Assignment 6 due. 
" ! WC Ch. 7: ÒThe heart is the only nation: Neopaganism, ethnic identity and the 
construction of authenticityÓ 205-37 
? ! Gallagher, Anne-Marie. ÒWeaving a tangled web? Pagan ethics and issues of history, 
ÔraceÕ and ethnicity in pagan identity,Ó Pomegranate 10 (1999) 18-29 
? ! Carol Barner-Barry, Contemporary paganism: Minority religions in a majoritarian 
America. New York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2005. 
 
Week 16: Guest speaker or other activity. Reading/Discussion journals due. Papers 
due. 
 
Final Exam week: Because I will be traveling on university-approved business during 
exam week, you will not have a final examination. Your grade will be determined 
according to the chart above.   
 
Assignments: 
 
Assignment 1 (3-5 pages): Investigation of material culture. Votive relief sculptures were 
often dedicated by worshipers in Greek sanctuaries, especially during the 6th, 5th, and 4th 
centuries. Investigate these sculptures using the photographs and information provided on 
the course website, then discuss the following questions: What subject matter tends to be 
shown in these sculptures? What elements are recurring? What artistic conventions are 
used to communicate information about the scene to the viewer? Give 5 specific 
examples to illustrate your points.  
 
Assignment 2 (3-5 pages): Report on a scholarly work. Read and report on a scholarly 
research paper or book chapter that examines an aspect of ancient Greek religion. Briefly 
summarize the argument of the reading you selected and note any points of confusion or 
issues it raised for you (see the sections of ÒFurther ReadingÓ in each chapter of AGC for 
ideas on what to read). 
 
Assignment 3 (5-7 pages): Essay on group vs. individual in Greek religion. Ancient 
Greek religion was usually conceived of as a group activity. Using concrete examples 
whenever possible, describe some ways in which worship of specific gods or heroic 
figures functioned to mark off and identify civic, social, familial, or ethnic groups. Then 
discuss how the importance of the group in Greek religion relates to the standard 
components of religious practice: festival, sacrifice, prayer, divination, votive offering. 
Which of these, if any, can be successful if attempted by an individual in isolation, and 
how are they qualitatively different when performed by a group? 



 
Assignment 4 (3-5 pages): Read and report on a pagan group of your choice using 
internet materials posted by Neopagans (see Resources section). Be sure to use your 
critical faculties in evaluating these sources. If two sources disagree, note this in your 
report, and include a list of all websites used. 
For each tradition, report on the following aspects if available: 

¥ size and structure 
¥ how hierarchical  is the leadership? How authoritarian is the group? 
¥ is there formal ordination or seminary? How are practitioners initiated (if 

applicable) or trained? Is there a disciplinary process for members who stray? 
¥ is there any particular dogma or characteristic beliefs? 
¥ what deities, if any, are recognized? What is their relative importance? 
¥ how big a role does ritual play? 
¥ how big a role do magical practices (spells, shamanism) play? 
¥ what are the holidays and/or festivals, if any? 
¥ is the tradition connected to a particular place or piece of land? 
¥ in what sense is this an Òearth-basedÓ religion? 
¥ what are the ethical teachings  of this group? 

 
Assignment 5 (1-3 pages): Read and report on a scholarly paper or scholarly book 
chapter about an aspect of Neopaganism, Magic or Witchcraft of your choice (see 
Resources section). Briefly summarize the argument of the reading you selected and note 
any points of confusion or issues it raised for you. (Note: Any chapter in the book-length 
works listed in the Resources section below is acceptable. You may also check the 
bibliography of Witching Culture or bibliographies from other works we have read. If 
you find something not on the Resources list, feel free to run it by me as a possible 
subject for your assignment. Be sure to secure your reading ahead of time since some 
items may need to be ordered from Interlibrary Loan.) 
 
Assignment 6: Listen to a podcast episode of ÒDeoÕs Shadow,Ó a popular show about 
pagan living and philosophy, and report on its content (3-5 pages). Here are four 
recommended episodes: 

¥ #18 (5/9/06): Deo interviews Brendan Myers, Druid author of Dangerous 
Religion and Mysteries of Druidry, Mandy and a guest talk about essential oils, 
and more. 

¥ # 25 (10/2/06): Deo interviews a member of the Niagara Falls Dragon Ritual 
Drummers; Deo and Mandy discuss commercialism and popular perceptions of 
pagans. 

¥ #28 (1/15/07): When to call B*S*. Deo and Mandy discuss bizarre pagan claims 
and debate when other pagans should shut them down.  

¥ #30 (2.10/07): Truth and honesty. Deo and Mandy recount some of their own 
most uncanny experiences, and Deo gives a philosophical disquisition on Truth. 

 
Report on the following: 

¥ What segments were included in the podcast? 
¥ What issues or problems were discussed by Deo and others? 



¥ Did the issue of pagans as a minority religious group and their relationship to the 
majority come up? 

¥ Did this podcast give you any insight into neopagan religion? 
¥ What aspects of the podcast were unexpected? 

 
How to get the podcast: Go to http://www.deos-shadow.com/ where you can get a direct 
podcast feed or download to a CD. If you have iTunes, search in the music store for 
Òdeos shadow,Ó then click on the DeoÕs Shadow icon for a list of episodes to download to 
your MP3 player (you can also play episodes directly off a computer using the computer 
speakers). You can also find DeoÕs Shadow on www.podcastalley.com, where podcast 
software is available. If all else fails, I can provide a CD with the episodes listed above. 
 
Reading/Discussion Journal: write a minimum of 2 pages per class session recording 
your reaction to the readings and/or discussion. You may write these before or after we 
meet. I will do a mid-term check on your progress in the journals and the final set of 
journal entries will be due during the last week. Some possible topics to consider: how 
did the readings surprise or puzzle you? What do you feel you learned from this reading 
or discussion? Did anything you read make you want to investigate further? What in the 
readings or discussion did you agree or disagree with? These can be personal or 
impersonal in tone; use the style that is most comfortable for you. 
 
Extended essay or research paper (Honors and graduate students): 10-15 pages on 
an aspect of ancient or modern paganism, topics to be approved by the instructor by the 
11th week; preliminary bibliography and outline due by 14th week, final version due by 
the final week of class.  Suggested topics: 
 
A. Cultural appropriation: some Neopagans have been accused of ÒstealingÓ and or 
misappropriating beliefs and practices of other cultures. Neopaganism is largely, but not 
entirely, a phenomenon of the white middle class in North America and Europe. 
Neopagans, except for the very strict reconstructionists, tend to be eclectic and have 
occasionally made use of Native American cultural material (i.e. sweat lodge, tribal 
drumming styles, etc). Do gods and rituals ethically belong only to those who have a 
specific ancestry? Given the near-genocide experienced by Native Americans, and the 
near-destruction of their spiritual traditions, is it offensive for whites to use this cultural 
material in their own spiritual lives? Similarly, some conservative pagan groups 
(branches of Asatru and Celtic reconstruction) believe that only those whose ancestors 
practiced that religion should follow it today. What do you think of this argument? 
 
B. Reconstruction: Neopagans attempting to reconstruct an ancient tradition face a 
number of questions and problems: 
What should be done if the tradition includes practices that are no longer considered 
acceptable, such as animal sacrifice? Are such practices central or peripheral, and should 
they be abandoned entirely or replaced with symbolic equivalents? 
Can Neopagan reconstructed religions function adequately when removed from their 
original geographical, ethnic, and pre-industrial contexts? Can one only worship the 
Greek gods in Greece, using ancient Greek? 



What should the role of nationalism and ethnic identity be? 
Discuss how one or more reconstructionist traditions have tackled these issues. 
 
C. In any religion there are those who accept the possibility of continuing divine 
inspiration (perhaps open to anyone), versus those who believe that divine inspiration has 
ceased with the closing of a scriptural canon or is limited to a small group. Neopagans 
tend to be firmly on the side of continuing communications with the divine, while 
stressing pluralism and skepticism (i.e., one personÕs revelation should not be forced on 
others, and due caution should be exercised when trying to determine the source and 
authenticity of a ÒdivineÓ message). Many Neopagans refer to their own knowledge of 
the divine (achieved in visions, divination, etc.) as Òunverified personal gnosisÓ (UPG). 
Compare this to traditional Christianity, Islam or Judaism, which have benefited from a 
fixed canon and a class of clergy who provide authority, hierarchy and structure. In a 
tradition with no creed or dogma, where UPGs are commonplace, what are the 
implications for growth and structure? Will these traditions inevitably remain minority 
faiths or even die out eventually? How do they sustain themselves? 
 
Resources 
 
Suggested Pagan websites (for Assignment 4) 
 
Stregheria: traditional Italian witchcraft, like Wicca, said to be descended from ancient 
pagan traditions. Raven Grimassi is the best-known practitioner and popularizer of 
stregheria in the US through several books. There are many different stregheria groups in 
the US and Italy. 
 

A good scholarly article about stregheria (not clear if this is by a practitioner): 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stregheria 
Stregheria.com: website of Raven Grimassi, devoted to Òthe Old Religion of 
Italy,Ó which is a witchcraft tradition said to descend from the Etruscans; also 
incorporates a mystery tradition adapted from cult of Diana at Aricia as described 
in FrazerÕs Golden Bough. 
http://www.stregheria.com/ 

 
Druidism: depending on the practitioner, druidism can be a religion, a Òspiritual pathÓ 
that is complementary to another religion, or a secular cultural activity. Druidism is a 
modern revival and adaptation of the traditions practiced by the druids of antiquity, who 
were the religious leaders of various Celtic peoples in Europe (Britain, Ireland, Gaul, 
etc.). 
 

Isaac Bonewits is the best-known practitioner and popularizer of druidry in the 
US and has written several books on druidry, witchcraft, and magic. His books are 
preferable to his website which is clogged with ads and difficult to navigate, but 
the website contains a great deal of interesting material including excerpts from 
his books. For the site map see: http://www.neopagan.net/Contents.html#PartTwo 
ç r nDra’ocht FŽin (ADF), the druid organization founded by Bonewits: 



http://www.adf.org/core/ 
The Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids was founded in 1964 by an English 
historian, Ross Nichols. The OBOD website is very detailed and well-organized. 
http://www.druidry.org/ 
Reformed Druids of North America (RDNA): this group began in the 60s at 
Carleton College as a protest against required attendance at Christian chapel 
services. It continued, expanded, and divided into numerous other druidic groups. 
This website, run by a member, is an extensive collection of information on 
druidry including a chart comparing the size, structure, leadership, and Òdegree of 
humorousnessÓ of RDNA, OBOD, ADF, and Keltria. 
http://www.geocities.com/mikerdna/ 

 
Shamanism: a spiritual technique rather than a religion in itself, shamanism can be found 
as an element of many contemporary pagan traditions. People practicing shamanism seek 
alternate states of consciousness through various means, which may include lucid 
dreaming, trance, and use of hallucinogenic drugs. Practitioners may believe that these 
altered states allow them to have out-of-body experiences, visit spirit worlds, heal others, 
etc. Awareness of shamanic practices entered the US cultural mainstream through 
academic study and theorizing about phenomena encountered in traditional tribal cultures 
such as those of Siberia, Africa, and the Americas. 
 

A FAQ and collection of bibliographical sources, from an enthusiastÕs 
perspective: http://deoxy.org/shaover.htm 
The Foundation for Shamanic Studies, run by anthropologist and practicing 
shaman Michael Harner, provides training in Òcore shamanismÓ without a specific 
cultural perspective. 
http://www.shamanism.org/ 

 
Reclaiming: a goddess-based Wiccan tradition developed by Starhawk. Has a strong 
focus on feminism, social justice and environmental activism. 

http://www.reclaiming.org/about/index.html 
 
Asatru/Heathenism: The following site, run by FriggaÕs Web 
(http://www.friggasweb.org/) has links to numerous well-researched web articles by 
practitioners.  

http://www.asatru-u.org/beginner/asau-beginner-outline.htm 
The Troth is one of the largest Heathen organizations: 

http://www.thetroth.org/ 
Another large Heathen group is the Asatru Alliance: 

http://www.asatru.org/ 
 
Egyptian (Kemetic) reconstructionism has several varieties. Some are exclusively 
concerned with replicating ancient Egyptian worship as closely as possible, while others 
are more theologically eclectic, such as the Fellowship of Isis. 
 

(Kemet): http://www.inkemetic.org/ 



http://www.hwt-hrw.com/ 
http://www.kemet.org/home.html 
 
Fellowship of Isis: this group, founded in 1976, describes itself as an 
Òinternational, multi-faithed organization that is dedicated to honoring the 
Goddess in Her many forms.Ó It has many affiliate organizations throughout the 
world, including the Temple of Isis in California. 
http://www.fellowshipofisis.com/intro.html 
Temple of Isis: http://www.isisoasis.org/temp1/docs/about.htm 

 
Church of All Worlds: widely thought to be the first neopagan religious group to achieve 
recognition as a ÒchurchÓ in the US when it was chartered in 1968. The inspiration for the 
church was Robert HeinleinÕs science fiction novel Stranger in a Strange Land, but it 
evolved into an earth-based religion dedicated to Òreawakening Gaia.Ó One of the 
founders, Tim Zell (now Oberon Zell-Ravenheart), is known for proposing that Earth is 
itself a complex organism, before the scientific ÒGaia hypothesisÓ of James Lovelock was 
published in Nature. The ChurchÕs magazine Green Egg was very influential in the early 
development of paganism in the US. The organization has been through many ups and 
downs in leadership. 

http://www.caw.org/ 
 
Hellenic reconstructionism (ancient Greek religion):  

http://www.hellenion.org/ 
http://www.tcnj.edu/~adler/Hellenism.htm 
http://www.tahiera.org/ 
 
 

General pagan websites: 
 
The Cauldron: has been a popular online community for pagans for a decade. Large 
website includes message boards and discussions, a pagan primer, pagan humor, a basic 
grimoire, and more. 

http://www.ecauldron.com/cmabout.php 
The WitchesÕ Voice: another neopagan networking and news website that has been 
operating for a decade. 

http://www.witchvox.com/ 
Circle sanctuary: founded in 1974 by Selena Fox, Circle serves as a sponsor of pagan 
festivals and a clearinghouse for information about paganism; publishes the Circle Guide 
to Pagan Groups and Circle magazine. Also sponsors the Lady Liberty League, which 
works toward religious freedom and equal protection for pagans (e.g. in prisons, the 
military, etc.). 

http://www.circlesanctuary.org/ 
Gerald Gardner.com: scholarly website by Morgan Davis devoted to the influence of 
Gardner and the early history of Wicca 

http://www.geraldgardner.com/ 
 



Bibliography for fur ther reading on Neopaganism (Assignment 5):  
 
Adler, Margot. 2006. Drawing down the moon: Witches, Druids, Goddess-Worshippers 

and other pagans in America. Penguin. This has been through several editions; try 
to get one of the more recent ones. Adler includes several chapters on the history 
and practice of Wicca and on various reconstructionist paths. 

Albanese, Catherine. 1990. Nature religion in America. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press. A historical account; the last chapter deals with the twentieth century. 

Ankarloo, Bengt and Stuart Clark, eds. 1999. Witchcraft and magic in Europe: The 
twentieth century. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. This volume 
has chapters on Wicca, Satanism (not a form of Paganism by most accounts), and 
European witchcraft from an anthropologistÕs perspective. There is a series of 
volumes on different periods under the general title Witchcraft and magic in 
Europe, most edited by Ankarloo and Clark.  

Hutton, Ronald. 1999. The triumph of the moon: A history of modern pagan witchcraft. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press. This is a very detailed look at the origins of 
Neopaganism in the nineteenth century romantic and occult movements, and its 
development after Gerald Gardner. 

Kaplan, Jeffrey. 1996. The reconstruction of the Asatru and Odinist traditions. In Lewis, 
Magical Religion, pp. 193-236. 

Lewis, James R. ed. 1996. Magical religion and modern witchcraft. Albany: SUNY 
Press. Several of the authors are practicing pagans. Includes chapters on the 
Goddess and the relationship between Christianity and paganism. 

Luhrmann, Tanya. 1989. Persuasions of the witchesÕ craft: Ritual magic in contemporary 
England. Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press. This older book is by one of 
the first anthropologists to study Wiccans. Luhrmann Òwent nativeÓ and became a 
coven member.  

 
 
 
 
 


