PRIDE! Kent

2008 Art Auction Prospectus

Tuesday, May 20, 2008

Dear Artists and Community Members,
My name is Leora Rzepka and I am the President for PRIDE! Kent. As part of our activities and fundraising next year, the 2008/2009 school year, we are planning on having an Art Auction on Thursday, September 18th. The money raised will help both PRIDE! Kent as well as the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) Community Center of Greater Cleveland. We are interested in finding student and faculty artists who may be interested in contributing some of their artwork for a good cause. We only ask those who are committed to the goals of PRIDE! Kent, being equality for LGBT people everywhere. We are very interested in having the Auction not only benefit the students of Kent State University, but also have it be a chance to showcase the fabulous work that the Kent State University students, faculty, and other community members are capable of and produce. Below, you will find plenty of information regarding the Auction, as well as all aspects of our proposal. If you find there are questions you have which are not addressed, please do not hesitate to contact us (contact information found below). I look forward to hearing from you and I hope you will consider our proposal.

Sincerely,

Leora Rzepka

President 08/09

PRIDE! Kent

Who is PRIDE! Kent?
PRIDE! Kent is one of Kent State University's top student organizations with several hundred members. PRIDE stands for "People Respecting Individual Diversity Everywhere" and encompasses cultural, political, historical, and educational grounds through its activities and causes. 
This organization addresses the importance of equal rights of all people through attaining undeniable liberties currently not offered to lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, and other sexual and gender minorities, as well as addressing other inequalities regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, class, ethnicity, etc., that might occur on campus and in society. We open our doors to all people to come and join.
Who are we looking for?

We are interested in finding any artists in any medium who are committed to the goals of PRIDE! Kent. Artists should be students, staff, faculty, or community members who either are members of the LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender) community, or allies to the community who are interested in equality for the community.

What are we looking for?
We are looking for artists who would be interested in donating a piece (or more) of their art for the PRIDE! Kent Art Auction. Artists will not be compensated for time or materials as this is a fundraising auction fueled by donations. Any medium of art works: painting, drawing, sculpture, jewelry, creative word art, written, musical, fabric, photography, etc. We welcome all kinds of artwork regardless of form.
What is required of each artist?

As stated below (see Deadlines), each artist is required to register by Tuesday, July 1st, 2008. Attached to the prospectus, you will find a registration form and contract to be filled out and returned via email or formal mail. Each artist is required to provide the following by Monday, September 8th, 2008 (see Deadlines):

· A piece of artwork, any form, style, medium, etc.

· A few lines about the piece or artist

· Contact information

· Starting price for the Auction

Where will the Auction be held?
At the current time, there is not a set location for the auction, however one will be chosen in advance. Possible locations include: Kent State University’s Women’s Resource Center Library, Student Center Ballroom and/or Ballroom Balcony, Student Center Meeting room (third floor), or room 204 of the Student Center. Parking will be in the visitor’s lot across from the student center and attendees may bring their parking flag to be validated.

When will the Auction be held?
The Auction will be Thursday, September 18th, 2008 in the evening. A definite time will be determined at the time of scheduling for a location. However the time will likely be around 7-10 pm.

Why is PRIDE! Kent holding an Art Auction?
PRIDE! Kent is holding the Art Auction as a fundraiser. The money raised will go to PRIDE! Kent and the LGBT Center of Greater Cleveland.
Mission Statement for the LGBT Center of Greater Cleveland: Founded in 1975, the Center is a community-based non-profit agency working toward a society free of homophobia and gender oppression by advancing the respect, human rights and dignity of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities.
Please visit http://www.lgcsc.org/ for more information on the center.
What will the money raised be used for?

The money will be used in many ways. At the LGBT Center of Greater Cleveland, 60% of every dollar goes to programming, 20% of every dollar goes to Social Justice, and 20% of every dollar goes toward Administration. PRIDE! Kent will use all money to fund and support programming in the 2008/2009 school year. All programs that PRIDE! Kent fund will be valuable to all students, not just those members of PRIDE! Kent or members of the LGBT community.
How will the Auction be run?
The Art Auction will be run as a silent auction. Each piece of artwork will be organized by category and pieces in a similar or same category will be placed on tables bordering the room. All attendees will be required to register with name, phone number, mailing address, and email address. Artists will decide what the starting price for each of their own items will be. Attendees will be given the chance to walk around the room and put their name and higher bid down on a piece of paper, with each piece having their own designated paper. At the end of the evening, papers will be collected and attendees will be informed of their winnings.
In addition to the auction, there is a possibility (to be finalized soon) of a 50/50 raffle. This meaning that attendees may purchase a raffle ticket at an undecided cost and at the end of the evening, the winning ticket will get half (50%) of the raffle earnings and the rest will go to PRIDE! Kent and the LGBT Center of Greater Cleveland.

There will be desserts and refreshments, donated by organizations on and off campus, for attendees to enjoy, as well as music (possibility for live music, to be decided) an opportunity to be social.

Winning Bid Information

At the end of the Auction, bidding papers will be collected and attendees will be informed of their winnings. 

· If a winner is gone before bidding is closed, they will be informed by telephone and email of their winnings.
· If a winner is not contactable, the next highest bidder will be informed of their winnings.

· If a piece is not auctioned off, they will be returned to the artist.

Deadlines

Date of the Auction – Thursday, September 18th, 2008

Deadline for submission – Monday, September 8th, 2008. 

All pieces must be submitted in person or by mail to Leora Rzepka, PRIDE! Kent President or Ginger Agby, PRIDE! Kent Programming Chair. Contact information found below. 

Deadline for registration – Tuesday, July 1st, 2008
Contact information for PRIDE! Kent:

PRIDE! Kent
Kent State University
Box 17, Office of Campus Life
Kent, Ohio 44242-0001
pridekent@yahoo.com
leoraanna@gmail.com – President, Leora Rzepka

gagby@kent.edu – Programming Chair, Ginger Agby
President’s Cell: 330-671-0610 (preferred)
Office: 330-672-2068
