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Part I: ChallengesPart I: Challenges

The PastThe Past
Current ChallengesCurrent Challenges
–– General Format and Presentation IssuesGeneral Format and Presentation Issues
–– Title PresentationTitle Presentation
–– Former titlesFormer titles
–– Multiple versionsMultiple versions
–– Dirty dataDirty data



Cereals Cereals 
have been around have been around 

a long time.a long time.
FlickrFlickr credit: credit: XylophanesXylophanes



8560 B.C.

Cultivation of emmer, barley,
and other wild grasses begins on the   
steppes of Central Asia leading to the 
development of specialized occupations, 
such as cereal catalogers.

Great Moments in the History of
Technical Services



Spring 3193 B.C.Spring 3193 B.C.

First serial title appears:First serial title appears:
Publications of the Royal Sumerian Publications of the Royal Sumerian 
AcademyAcademy



Late summer, 3193 B.C.:Late summer, 3193 B.C.:

First serial title change:First serial title change:
Royal Sumerian Academy Royal Sumerian Academy 
PublicationsPublications



Fast forward 4858 yearsFast forward 4858 years……



1665:1665:

First First ““modernmodern””
serialserial



1797: 1797: 
title title 
changechange

(112 (112 
years years 
later)later)



Ca. 1970:

First ISSN
Assigned,

ISSN 0000-0019

Publishers 
Weekly



Fast forward to the 1980Fast forward to the 1980’’ss……



Flickr credit: S Alex Maier

EE--Serials Emerge!Serials Emerge!





1988:1988:

National Serials Data Program National Serials Data Program 
(U.S. ISSN center)(U.S. ISSN center)
assigns first ISSNassigns first ISSN
to an eto an e--serialserial



JHB online



OCLC record #17418240
Entered: 19880201



““Paper and Beyond:Paper and Beyond:”” 19951995
““AmateurAmateur”” publishingpublishing
Less predictability in presentationLess predictability in presentation
Proliferation of formats (Proliferation of formats (asciiascii, HTML, , HTML, pdfpdf,,
tt--shirt)shirt)

Effects onEffects on
–– popular magazinespopular magazines
–– newslettersnewsletters
–– journalsjournals

Cataloging challenges Cataloging challenges 
–– what to catalogwhat to catalog
–– how to cataloghow to catalog
–– multiple versionsmultiple versions











CONSERCONSER
CATALOGINGCATALOGING

MANUALMANUAL

1995
Module 31

Remote Access

Computer File Serials



CONSER Cataloging Manual CONSER Cataloging Manual 
Module 31Module 31

Why catalog remote serials?Why catalog remote serials?
How many records: formats, versionsHow many records: formats, versions
Chief sourceChief source
Uniform titlesUniform titles
Technical issuesTechnical issues
RelationshipsRelationships
Field 856Field 856



Updating loose-leafs
Updating databases
Updating Web sites

Bibliographic Resources

Finite Continuing                       

Successively-
issued

Serials 
(including
series and
E-journals)

Integrating

IncompleteComplete

IntegratingSuccessively-
issued

Supplemented
monographs

Revised
e-texts

Monographs

Multiparts

Some loose-leafs
Some databases
Some Web sites

AACR2 2002 Revision



Current ChallengesCurrent Challenges
Flickr credit: Derek P.



Current ChallengesCurrent Challenges

EE--journals presentation issuesjournals presentation issues
Former titles not listed or cited on Former titles not listed or cited on 
journal Web sitesjournal Web sites
Multiple versions (still)Multiple versions (still)
Dirty dataDirty data



Format and Presentation of Format and Presentation of 
EE--SerialsSerials

Titles Titles 
ISSNISSN
Hunt for the bibliographic infoHunt for the bibliographic info
WhodunnitWhodunnit??
““mastheadmasthead””
Former titlesFormer titles



1.  No information re publisher   1.  No information re publisher   
providing access to back issues      providing access to back issues      

2.  2.  Old title disappears after changeOld title disappears after change
3.  3.  Differing presentations of titleDiffering presentations of title
4.  No info re library downloading or 4.  No info re library downloading or 

storagestorage
5.  No ISSN or  using ISSN of print5.  No ISSN or  using ISSN of print

Top Five Problems (2000)Top Five Problems (2000)



You don’t 
like my 
title??

But, I’m 
having a 
bad hair 
day…

Flickr credit:  barvault



Title Presentation ProblemsTitle Presentation Problems

Difficulty in finding a titleDifficulty in finding a title
Multiple presentations of the title, Multiple presentations of the title, 
some with different wordingsome with different wording
Difficulty in determining how many Difficulty in determining how many 
serials are on a siteserials are on a site
Different title on print and electronicDifferent title on print and electronic











No access (i.e. 246) 
for title “e-journal”!



ISSN IssuesISSN Issues
No ISSNNo ISSN
–– High volume of work for ISSN centersHigh volume of work for ISSN centers
–– Not all publishers know about ISSN or Not all publishers know about ISSN or 

the need for separate ISSN the need for separate ISSN 
ISSN of print used for electronicISSN of print used for electronic
–– need for multiple ISSNneed for multiple ISSN
–– ISSN records show ISSN of all versionsISSN records show ISSN of all versions
–– Publishers should display all ISSN Publishers should display all ISSN 



Not printing
ISSN!

Must click here
for bib info



ISSN for online version

ISSN for print version



Only contact info:
No place given



Frequency



The Ideal EThe Ideal E--JournalJournal
Has a journal homepage carrying Has a journal homepage carrying 
““masthead informationmasthead information””
Consistent  title presentationConsistent  title presentation
Retains old title on back issuesRetains old title on back issues
Stable URLsStable URLs
Ongoing access to back issuesOngoing access to back issues
Info re: differences from print Info re: differences from print 
versionversion



The Ideal AggregationThe Ideal Aggregation

#1:  Gives clear info about which #1:  Gives clear info about which 
titles (and years within titles) are full titles (and years within titles) are full 
text, which are abstractstext, which are abstracts
Notifies subscribers of additions, Notifies subscribers of additions, 
deletions, other changesdeletions, other changes
Carries ISSN of print and electronicCarries ISSN of print and electronic
Has direct links to a journalHas direct links to a journal--specific specific 
URLURL





1993: CONSER Proposed a 1993: CONSER Proposed a 
NISO StandardNISO Standard

““Presentation of ePresentation of e--
serialsserials””
To cover issues + To cover issues + 
articlesarticles
Titles: choice, Titles: choice, 
presentation, presentation, 
changeschanges
ISSNISSN
Enumeration, Enumeration, 
chronologychronology

Inclusion of Inclusion of 
bibliographic bibliographic 
informationinformation
Pagination/other Pagination/other 
organizationorganization
ContentsContents
Presentation of Presentation of 
articlesarticles
Data integrityData integrity
Technical Technical 
considerationsconsiderations



2009: B2009: Best Practices Guidelines est Practices Guidelines 

Faster and easier to develop than a Faster and easier to develop than a 
standardstandard
Publisher guidance still neededPublisher guidance still needed
Reliable and predictable information Reliable and predictable information 
–– for secondary publishersfor secondary publishers
–– for librariansfor librarians
Would allow distribution of Would allow distribution of 
information such in information such in ““WhatWhat’’s in a s in a 
Name?Name?””



You Just Need to You Just Need to 
UnderstandUnderstand
Publishers:Publishers:

keep librarians keep librarians 
informedinformed
give the same give the same 
information on einformation on e--
journals as on print journals as on print 
journalsjournals
minimize change minimize change 
for the sake of for the sake of 
changechange

Librarians:Librarians:
realize journals are realize journals are 
in a state of in a state of 
transition (still)transition (still)
expect expect 
experimentationexperimentation

expect changeexpect change



Credit: Hennepin
County Library

Connecting Users to ContentConnecting Users to Content



Flickr Credit: Polanzede











??







American Journal of Hygiene??





Updated citation









Should be 
1922!



ISSN Portal Record









The IdealThe Ideal

Each major title change that
is identified by a separate

ISSN should be listed
separately

All titles should be 
indexed







JSTOR



Grade = A for listing of 
former titles and ISSN

Grade = F for no use of ISSN 

of online versions



For discussionFor discussion

Best practices for title changes and Best practices for title changes and 
overall presentation issues: one overall presentation issues: one 
document or two?document or two?
What best practices would you add?What best practices would you add?
Do you think content providers will Do you think content providers will 
follow them?follow them?
How to publicize best practices?How to publicize best practices?



The Promised
Land!

The PromisedThe Promised
Land!Land!



Multiple Versions



Multiple VersionsMultiple Versions----ThenThen
1989 1989 ““Airlie HouseAirlie House”” retreatretreat
Concerned mainly with microform Concerned mainly with microform 
reproductionsreproductions
Hierarchical solution not implementedHierarchical solution not implemented



Multiple VersionsMultiple Versions----NowNow



Single vs. Multiple RecordsSingle vs. Multiple Records
EE--version not version not 
described; described; ““notednoted””
Many libraries Many libraries 
implemented, then implemented, then 
abandonedabandoned
Made use of record Made use of record 
sets difficultsets difficult
How to handle when How to handle when 
print ceasesprint ceases……??

Easier Easier 
interpretation for interpretation for 
patronspatrons
Preferred by Preferred by 
reference staffreference staff



A better
solution
is 
needed!



Flickr credit: katiew

Dirt—fun in its place!Dirt—fun in its place!



Dirty Data ConsequencesDirty Data Consequences

OpenURLOpenURL links faillinks fail
ERMS information is inaccurateERMS information is inaccurate
xISSNxISSN service returns incorrect service returns incorrect 
diagramdiagram
Staff time is taken up resolving Staff time is taken up resolving 
questionsquestions
Users donUsers don’’t find information!t find information!



Huh?



Who Has Dirty Data?Who Has Dirty Data?
Library catalogsLibrary catalogs
Serials Serials 
DirectoriesDirectories
RegistriesRegistries
A&I servicesA&I services
Knowledge basesKnowledge bases

PublishersPublishers
AggregatorsAggregators
VendorsVendors
ERAMSERAMS



Credit: kevindooley

Everybody!Everybody!



Help for Dirty Data (and other Help for Dirty Data (and other 
challenges) challenges) ……

Credit: The Brownhorse


