
GLOSSARY FOR ENGAGING IN METADATA INITIATIVES

APPLICATION PROFILE: A set of metadata elements, policies, guidelines and documen-tation that have been defined for a specific application.

ATTRIBUTE: A category of information about an element or entity.  This category can be used to identify, qualify, classify or quantify the element or entity.  A list of attributes is defined for each Dublin Core element in a particular application profile.

CROSSWALK: A map from the metadata elements of one scheme to the metadata elements of another.  Crosswalks help promote interoperability.

DATA MODELING: A data description that contains the entities represented in a data structure or database, including the relationships that exist among them.

DTD - DOCUMENT TYPE DEFINITION: A formal description of the elements and attributes in a document.  In SGML or XML, DTDs provide the grammar used for machine processing.

DC - DUBLIN CORE: A basic set of 15 metadata elements designed to represent core fields for the description of any electronic resource.  

EAD - Encoded Archival Description: An XML standard for the encoding of archival finding aids.

ELEMENT:  A discrete unit of data about a resource.  The Dublin Core standard, for example, uses 15 metadata elements, or categories of information, to describe a digital object.  Elements may be further qualified.

EMBEDDED METADATA: Metadata that is maintained and stored within the object it describes.  Embedded metadata is often associated with web sites.

ENCODING SCHEME: A scheme that helps interpret element values. Data entered following the rules of a specific encoding scheme may  therefore be specifically interpreted according to that scheme.  Examples can include parsing rules or controlled vocabularies.  

ENTITY: An object or thing about which information needs to be known or held.  An entity may be tangible, may be an activity or operation, or may be conceptual.

EXTENSIBLE:  Able to be extended.  

HTML - HYPERTEXT MARKUP LANGUAGE: A text-formatting language for documents on the World Wide Web.  HTML files can also contain embedded metadata tags to aid description and discovery.  HTML is a subset of SGML.

MARKUP LANGUAGE: A mechanism to identify structures in a document.  The XML specification defines a standard way to add markup to documents.

METADATA: Structured data about data.

METADATA REGISTRY: A publicly accessible system for recording and managing information about metadata schema.

METS - METADATA ENCODING AND TRANSMISSION STANDARD: A Library of Congress metadata framework that aims to provide an overarching structure for metadata.  

NAMESPACE: A collection of names for attributes and elements that are associated with a specified metadata schema and identified by a Uniform Resource Identifier (URI).  Namespace constructs allow for universal names whose scope extends beyond their document.

QUALIFIER: Qualifiers refine or restrict the meaning of an element.

RDF - RESOURCE DESCRIPTION FRAMEWORK: An international standard XML framework for describing and interchanging metadata.

SCHEMA: A set of metadata elements and their rules defined to describe a specified group of digital objects.

SEMANTICS: The definition of the meaning of metadata elements, as opposed to rules for encoding or representing the values of the elements.

SGML - STANDARD GENERALISED MARK-UP LANGUAGE: An international standard for the description of marked-up electronic text.  HTML is a subset of SGML.

STAND-ALONE METADATA: Metadata that is created, maintained and stored independently of the object it describes.

SYNTAX: The form and structure with which metadata elements are combined.  How a metadata scheme is structured for exchange in machine-readable form.  Common syntaxes include marc, SGML, and XML.

WARWICK FRAMEWORK: An architecture for the exchange of distinct metadata packages involving the aggregation of metadata packages into containers.

XML - EXTENSIBLE MARKUP LANGUAGE: A W3C standard markup language for documents containing structured information. As opposed to HTML, which is designed specifically for web browsers, XML is designed for much wider use and is extensible to fit each application. 
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