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Course Description:  The undergraduate catalog explains that this course is an analysis of situations involving the legal rights of children and youth which demand intervention by justice institutions or service agencies.

Course Prerequisite: The student must have completed JUS 12000, Introduction to Justice Studies.

Primary Learning Outcomes:  Students will
· Understand the history, structure, functions, and goals of the U.S. juvenile justice system(s); 
· Be able to describe juvenile offending and victimization;
· Learn about the processing of juveniles in the juvenile (and adult) justice systems;

· Be able to review and assess various treatment and correctional options for juveniles; and 
· Explore the challenges and issues faced by the juvenile justice system.  

Course Materials:

Required Course Text:    2007 (second) edition of Juvenile Justice: Policies, Programs, and Practices, by Taylor, Fritsch, and Caeti,  McGraw-Hall Publishers.   
Additional course resources you will need to be successful:

· Computer access to course web pages: 
See http://vista.kent.edu for my course web page.  This site will contain copies of course materials (lecture outlines, study guides, etc.) and links to relevant crime and justice sites.  
Also see the online chapter quizzes for students from the textbook authors:
http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073129275/student_view0/tc "Web page\: www.personal.kent.edu/~ptontodo/"
Various web pages may also be given as part of the reading assignments.

· Your university e-mail account (per KSU policy). You are responsible for checking your university email for course-related information.

· KSU library and a computer/lab (access to the internet and the KSU library research databases).

COURSE POLICIES

I.  Course requirements and grading:

Students are expected to come to class, to do the reading, consult the web page resources, check their ‘kent.edu’ email account, and take all exams.  Note: Vista will contain basic outlines of the lectures in PowerPoint form that you will find helpful, but class lectures will incorporate additional material beyond these. Therefore, success in the class will be heavily influenced by your class attendance (see university policy on attendance below).  

Your grade in the course is based on your performance in the following areas:

1) Three exams will be given during the intersession, all of which must be taken to pass the course.  The weighting of these tests is as follows:  Exam 1 - 30%, Exam 2 - 35%, Final Exam - 35%.  Attendance (good or bad) may affect your final grade if you are on the borderline.
Make-up Exam policy:  Per University policy, make-up exams are allowed only in cases with legitimate, documentable excuses (medical, military, athletic, death in the immediate family).  Work (employment) is not considered a legitimate excuse.  Tentative exam dates are listed on the syllabus, but I may adjust them depending on where we are in the material. 

2)
The plus/minus grading scale follows this distribution:


94-100% =  A

90-93.9% = A-
88-89.9% = B+
83-87.9% = B
80-82.9% = B-
78-79.9% = C+
73-77.9% = C
  
70-72.9% = C-     
68-69.9% = D+


60-67.9% = D

59.9 % or lower = F

3)
Extra credit  and “Incomplete” policies:  

A student’s grade is based on their mastery of the course material as described above.  Extra credit is not allowed other than that provided on exams.  According to University policy, final grades will not be changed by allowing the student to do additional work or by using criteria other than those applied to all students in the class.  In addition, a student that is failing a class is not eligible for an Incomplete.
4)
Attendance Policy:  

The KSU policy is that students are expected to attend class.  Attendance is very important in this course.  Attendance will be taken on a random basis; it will be used when considering grades for students on the borderline.  Only during class will you be notified of final test dates and be informed of other important events and deadlines.  The student is responsible for all missed work--it is the student’s responsibility to check with other students regarding announcements made in class and to get any missed material (notes) from his/her classmates (not me).

II.  Academic Honesty and Student Conduct:

Cheating and plagiarism are serious academic offenses.  Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled according to University policy as expressed in the University “Digest of Rules and Regulations” and summarized in the handout on the website.  Cheating includes such acts as presenting false evidence of a course or exam absence, attempting to obtain or consulting an old exam, and communicating with another student during the course of an exam.  Unethical behavior of this sort could result in a zero on the exam, an ‘F’ in the course, and a visit to the Conduct Court for additional sanctions. (See attachment from the College.)
Students with disabilities:                                                                                             

In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, contact the professor at the beginning of the semester (or when given an assignment for which accommodation is required).  Students with disabilities must verify their eligibility through the Office of Student Accessibility Services (SAS) in the DeWeese Center (330-672-3391).  (They will give you paperwork to bring to me.)  More information is available from their website http://www.registrars.kent.edu/disability/ .
Class cancellations:

Class will not be held on the following dates: September 3, November 12.
Miscellaneous matters of safety, security, and etiquette:

  I can be reached via e-mail (ptontodo@kent.edu), but be aware that I do not check it every day.  Please allow a reasonable amount of time for a response.  If you need to get a message to me immediately, please call the JUS department and talk to the staff (330-672-2775).  

While I realize that ordinarily such requests are not necessary, but also that emergencies sometimes arise, let me note that the following activities and situations distract your fellow students (as well as me) and should be avoided in the classroom: 
“active” cell phones and paging devices, 
wearing MP 3 (I-pod) regalia in class, 
arriving late, 
reading (newspapers) during class, and 
repeated, excessive talking.  

On exam days, do not bring any personal communication devices with you to class (e.g., cell phones, pagers, PDAs).

COURSE OUTLINE:                                         REQUIRED READING: 
	 The Juvenile Justice System in the U.S.                       
    Preface and Chapter 1 


	








	History and Goals of Juvenile Justice in the U.S.
   
     Chapter 2

	                                                                                       
      

	The Nature and Extent of Juvenile Delinquency
  
           Chapter 3

	

	Delinquency Prevention and Intervention

        Chapter 6

	

	*** Exam 1 ***

	

	
Diagram of delinquency case processing in the JJS:

	
http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstatbb/structure_process/case.html

	Policing Juveniles




         Chapter 7

	

	Juvenile Law
            Chapter 8

	

	Juvenile Court

           Chapter 9

	


	                                                                          *** Exam 2 ***

	

	

	Juveniles in Adult Court
          Chapter 10

	

	Community Corrections
          Chapter 11

	

	Institutional Corrections
          Chapter 12

	                                                     

	(If time permits)

    

	Special Populations

             Chapter 14

	

	


*** Final Exam:  Friday, December 14, @ 10:15 am ***

Statement on Academic Dishonesty  

Excerpted from the University’s Administrative policy 

and procedures regarding student cheating and plagiarism.  Policy #3342-3-07

(A)
Policy statement. It is the policy of the university that:

(1)
Students enrolled in the university, at all its campuses, are to perform their academic work according to standards set by faculty members, departments, schools and colleges of the university; and

(2)
Cheating and plagiarism constitute fraudulent misrepresentation for which no credit can be given and for which appropriate sanctions are warranted and will be applied.

(B)
Intent and scope of the policy.

(1)
In providing this policy, the university affirms that acts of cheating and plagiarism by students constitute a subversion of the goals of the institution, have no place in the university and are serious offenses to academic goals and objectives, as well as to the rights of fellow students.

(2)
It is the intent of this policy to provide appropriate sanctions, to provide fair and realistic procedures for imposing those sanctions, to provide safeguards for any student suspected of cheating or plagiarism, and to coordinate the policy with procedures of the code of student conduct, rule 3342-4-15 of the Administrative Code and of this register. 

(3)
This policy applies to all students of the university, graduate and undergraduate, full or part-time, whose conduct is of such a nature prohibited by the policy. Other offenses of a nonacademic nature are covered by the code of student conduct, rule 3342-4-15 of the Administrative Code and of this register.

(C)
Definitions. As used in this rule:

(1)
"Cheat" means intentionally to misrepresent the source, nature, or other conditions of academic work so as to accrue undeserved credit, or to cooperate with someone else in such misrepresentation. Such misrepresentations may, but need not necessarily, involve the work of others. As defined, cheating includes, but is not limited to:

(a)
Obtaining or retaining partial or whole copies of examination, tests or quizzes before these are distributed for student use;

(b)
Using notes, textbooks or other information in examinations, tests and quizzes, except as expressly permitted;

(c)
Obtaining confidential information about examinations, tests or quizzes other than that released by the instructor;

(d)
Securing, giving or exchanging information during examinations; 

(e)
Presenting data or other material gathered by another person or group as one's own;

(f)
Falsifying experimental data or information;

(g)
Having another person take one's place for any academic performance without the specific knowledge and permission of the instructor;

(h)
Cooperating with another to do one or more of the above; and

(i)
Using a substantial portion of a piece of work previously submitted for another course or program to meet the requirements of the present course or program without notifying the instructor to whom the work is presented.

(j)
Presenting falsified information in order to postpone or avoid examinations, tests, quizzes, or other academic work. 

(2)
"Plagiarize" means to take and present as one's own a material portion of the ideas or words of another or to present as one's own an idea or work derived from an existing source without full and proper credit to the source of the ideas, words, or works. As defined, plagiarize includes, but is not limited to:

(a)
The copying of words, sentences and paragraphs directly from the work of another without proper credit;

(b)
The copying of illustrations, figures, photographs, drawings, models, or other visual and nonverbal materials, including recordings, of another without proper credit; and

(c)
The presentation of work prepared by another in final or draft form as one's own without citing the source, such as the use of purchased research papers.
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