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Department of Justice Studies 

Course syllabus for JUS 66764/POL 6/70791-Juvenile Justice
• Dr. P. Tontodonato 
• Office: 113 Bowman Hall 
• Phone: 330-672-2775 (Dept. line manned 8:30-5:00) 
• 330-672-0318 (Direct line/Voice mail) 
• Office hours: M 1:30-2:30 p.m.; W 1:30-3:30 p.m.; TH 10 am-12 noon




• E-mail: ptontodo@kent.edu 
Course (Catalog) Description and Overview: 
This course is an analysis of issues and current research related to juvenile delinquency and the juvenile justice system.

Course Objectives include the following:

1. To understand the origins of the U.S. juvenile justice system and historical changes in policies and treatment of juvenile offenders.

2. To be familiar with juvenile justice system processes and major intervention strategies.

3. To understand major research on juvenile justice issues, including analysis of juvenile crime and justice data and evaluations of juvenile justice interventions.

4. To develop an understanding of key problems and issues related to juvenile justice and its reform.

Required Readings: 
(1) Required Texts: Two (bundled) Oxford University press books (# 9780195339932) (a) Juvenile Justice Sourcebook: Past, present and future, by Albert R. Roberts (editor), 2004; and (b) American Juvenile Justice, by Franklin E. Zimring, 2005.  This set of books can be purchased at the KSU (Follett) bookstore in the KSU Student Center, Campus Book and Supply, or DuBois.
(2) Other course readings: See course outline below.
Course Requirements and Grading: 
(1) Completion of all reading assignments prior to class.  Note that you must be prepared for class (having done all assigned reading in advance) in order to participate in a meaningful way.
(2) Class participation and attendance. The KSU policy on attendance is that students are expected to attend class. I have the same expectation. The student is responsible for all missed work; if you miss class, you will need to get the material from another student (not the professor). Participation in class discussion and attendance are 10% of your grade.  (Students who do not positively contribute to class discussion will not receive all 10 points, even if they attend every week.)  Excused absences are those that conform to KSU policy, namely death in the immediate family, military call-up, and documentable medical illness.  
(3) Examinations: There will be a mid-term (30% of grade) and a final exam (35% of grade). These exams are in-class, essay, and closed book.  The student is responsible for bringing blue books for the exams (unless told otherwise by me).

(4)  E-mail communications and Internet access: The student will need to access Vista (course web site) and check their Kent State e-mail account (“Flashline”) regularly, per University policy (if you use another e-mail account, please have your “kent.edu” e-mail forwarded).  This medium will be used for class-related messages from the instructor on occasion, as well as for official KSU communications.  In addition, the student will need to use the Internet to access and print out materials for the course and to do library research for the paper (see http://www.personal.kent.edu/~ptontodo and http://vista.kent.edu).  Free email and internet access is provided to all students at various computer labs throughout campus.  I am not available 24/7, so please allow sufficient time for a response when contacting me.
(5) Research Paper assignment: The student will write a research paper of 14-18 pages on a specific topic or issues pertaining to juvenile justice (more on appropriate topics will be given in a separate handout).  This involves a thorough, in-depth academic exploration of the research literature which demonstrates a Graduate-level understanding of the issue and arguments.  Note that this assignment necessitates the use of scholarly databases found through the KSU library.  (Please allow for research/computer time at KSU for this aspect of the course.)  The paper is 25% of the grade and the topic must be approved in advance by the professor. The paper topic is due October 22; a tentative bibliography is due November 5 (or sooner, if you prefer).  A final draft of the paper (what you consider to be your completed best effort) is due November 16 (Friday).  The final paper is due December 7. Points will be deducted on a daily basis for papers that are not turned in by the due dates (this applies to both your draft and your final papers).
    The paper will be described in more detail on a separate handout, but please note that (1) No late papers will be accepted; (2) No papers on unapproved topics will be accepted; (3) The paper must be written specifically for this course and cannot be used for another course (past or present); (4) A paper which is purchased or one which the student has not him/herself done all the work (i.e., plagiarized) will receive a zero for the assignment and the student will be brought up on charges in Student Conduct Court.  YOU MUST READ THE CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM HANDOUT PRIOR TO ATTEMPTING TO WRITE THE PAPER.
(6) Academic honesty: Cases of cheating and plagiarism will be handled according to University policy as expressed in the University “Digest of Rules and Regulations” and summarized in the paper provided on my website (see the Cheating and Plagiarism handout).  Be sure you read this prior to taking a test or starting the paper. 
Cheating includes such acts as presenting false evidence of a course or exam absence, attempting to obtain or consulting an old exam, communicating with another student during the course of an exam, or looking at notes during an exam.  Plagiarism includes appropriation of information from sources (including the Internet) without attribution.  Unethical behavior of this sort could result in a zero on the exam (or paper), an ‘F’ in the course, and a visit to the Conduct Court for additional sanctions.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse—read the cheating and plagiarism handout.
(7) KSU Grading scale (Plus/minus system): The plus/minus grading scale follows this distribution:


94-100% =  A

90-93.9% = A-
88-89.9% = B+
83-87.9% = B
80-82.9% = B-
78-79.9% = C+
73-77.9% = C
70-72.9% = C-
68-69.9% = D+
60-67.9% = D

59.9 % or lower = F

To summarize, then, your grade in the course is made up of the following:

(Mid Term Exam) x (.30) + (Final Exam) x (.35) + (Research paper) x (.25) + (Participation&Attendance) x (.10) = 100% possible

Miscellaneous 
(1) Students with disabilities: In accordance with KSU policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, contact the professor at the beginning of the semester (or when given an assignment for which accommodation is required). Students with disabilities must first verify their eligibility through the Office of Student Accessibility Services (SAS) in the DeWeese Center (672-3391; see also http://www.kent.edu/sas ). 
(2) Official KSU holidays (i.e., no class): September 3 (Labor Day); November 12 (Veteran’s Day).
(3) Technology rules in the classroom: Cell phones, pagers, mp3 players, etc. should be turned off and removed during class time. Further, please do not bring any such devices to class on exam days.

(4) Questions? Missed announcements, handouts, lecture materials, etc. are the student’s responsibility, and you will need to check with another student in the class to find out what you missed and to get notes.  Otherwise, I do not mind being e-mailed, but be aware that I do not check it every day.   
COURSE OUTLINE:  Topics and Corollary Reading
NOTE THAT THE FOLLOWING CALENDAR IS APPROXIMATE AND ADJUSTMENTS MAY BE MADE THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER
Week 1 (Aug. 27) Introduction and Overview: Juveniles, Juvenile Justice, and Juvenile Delinquency
READING: 
Course handouts: Syllabus, Cheating and Plagiarism, etc.

Zimring, Introduction and Part I (pp. xi-29): Adolescence: Social Facts and Legal Theory
Weeks 3 and 4 (Sept. 10 & 17) —Continuation of JJ and JD; History and Goals of Juvenile Justice

READING: 

Roberts, Preface, Forward, and Article 1: An Overview of Juvenile Justice and Juvenile Delinquency

Roberts, Article 5: Treating Juveniles in Institutional and Open Settings 

Roberts, Article 7: The Emergence of the Juvenile Court and Probation Services
Snyder and Sickmund, “JJS Structure and Process;”  http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstatbb/nr2006/downloads/chapter4.pdf
Week 5 (September 24)—Juvenile Justice Policy: Trends and Issues
READING: 

Zimring, Part II (pp. 31-69): A Rationale for American Juvenile Justice

Roberts, Article 2: Juvenile Justice Policy 
Zimring, Article 11 (Part 4): Reducing the Harms of Minority Overrepresentation in American Juvenile Justice
Snyder and Sickmund, “JJS Structure and Process;”  http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstatbb/nr2006/downloads/chapter4.pdf
Week 6 (October 1)—Police Response to Juveniles

Roberts, Article 9: Police Work with Juveniles

Week 7 (October 8)—Pre-adjudication and Diversion; Detention and Adjudication

READING:

Roberts, Article 8: The Emergence and Proliferation of Juvenile Diversion Programs
Roberts, Article 10: Juvenile Detention: Issues for the 21st Century 

Roberts, Article 11: Juvenile Court
Midterm exam October 15
Week 9 (October 22)—Juveniles in the Criminal Justice System (waiver)
Zimring, Article 10 (Part IV): Juvenile or Criminal Court? A Punitive Theory of Waiver

Snyder and Sickmund, “JJS Structure and Process;” http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstatbb/nr2006/downloads/chapter4.pdf
Paper topic due October 22
Week 10 (October 29)— Disposition 
READING:  Roberts Article 11: Juvenile Court
Paper bibliography due November 5
Weeks 11 and 13 (November 5 and 19)— Treatment Programs

Roberts, Article 14: Principles and Evidence of the Effectiveness of Family Treatment

Roberts, Article 15: Evidence-Based Treatment of Juvenile Delinquents with Externalizing Disorders

Roberts, Article 17: Structured Wilderness Experiences

Roberts, Article 21 (Epilogue): National Survey of Juvenile Offender Programs that Work

Greenwood article on what works; http://www.futureofchildren.org/usr_doc/vol6no3ART6.pdf
Week 14 (November 26) —Special Issues: Mental Illness and Juvenile Victimization
Roberts, Article 12: Mental Illness and Juvenile Offending
Roberts, Article 16: Understanding the Impact of Trauma on Female Juvenile Delinquency and Gender-Specific Practice
Final paper draft due November 16
Week 15  (December 3)—Bridging the Present to the Future 
Roberts, Article 19: Balanced and Restorative Justice

Roberts, Article 20: Juvenile Assessment Centers

Paper due December 7 

Final exam: Monday, December 10, 5:45-8:00 p.m.
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