GEOL 21062: Environmental Geology

Annotated Bibliography

Geologists, as well as other professionals, must be able to retrieve information from the library.  They must also be able to communicate effectively in writing.  The purposes of this assignment are fivefold:

1.  To introduce students to the library to find various types of reference materials.

2.  To introduce students to some of the types of geological literature that are available to the general public and to professionals.

3.  To acquaint students with one good way to write a bibliography.

4.  To provide a means for students to develop good writing skills.

5.  To familiarize students with geological topics and issues.

6.  To familiarize students with some geological websites.

You will write an annotated bibliography on any oceanographic subject of your choosing, making sure that it is sufficiently restricted that you can summarize it in 500 words.

What is an annotated bibliography?
An annotated bibliography is a list of sources of information on a particular topic, for example, fossils of Ohio; the 2004 Asian tsunami; or prediction of Hurricane Katrina.  Annotated bibliographies are especially useful when you would like to research a particular topic and discover that the literature on that topic is vast.  If someone has made an annotated bibliography on your subject, you can scan through the entries and pick out the references that seem best for your project.  Annotated bibliographies are often found in textbooks, biographies, monographs, or other scholarly works so that interested readers can select additional references that will provide them with more information on the subject.

  The sources in an annotated bibliography are listed in standard bibliographic format, in alphabetical order.  Following each reference is a paragraph describing the reference.  This paragraph should convey several types of information, including:

1.  A brief summary of the general contents of the source.

2.  A description of the intended audience for the source–is it for beginners? Advanced readers? Professionals only? etc.

3.  A general commentary on the reference.  Is it informative?  Is it well-written?  Is it superficial or in-depth? Is it well documented?  Is it out-dated or cutting-edge?

4.  A discussion of the nature of the illustrations.  Are the photographs clear?  Are charts and tables clear and easy to read?  Do the captions convey sufficient information to understand the illustration?  Are line drawings or other artwork of good quality?  Are there enough illustrations or too many?

5.  Any other relevant information, such as the availability of the reference, the cost if it is extraordinarily inexpensive or expensive, etc.

In addition, your annotated bibliography should have a 500 word summary of your topic and what you learned from your references about your topic.  Be sure to proof-read and spell-check your 500 word overall summary and your summaries of each reference.  The 500 word summary must be written in your own words.  Do not use direct quotes in the summary.  Cite all information in the summary that is not common knowledge.
Bibliography:  Your Annotated Bibliography will include the following Resources:

o
1 book that is not an ebook

o
1 reference source that is NOT online and that is not on CD-ROM or DVD (e. g. an encyclopedia, glossary, dictionary, atlas, manual, the Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology, Index Fossils of North America). 
o
2 articles from a scholarly journal

o
The Wikipedia website

o
One website that ends in <.gov>

o
2 articles from a magazine or journal, scholarly or popular

o
1 newspaper article

o
1 additional source of your choice

Articles from magazines, newspapers, or journals downloaded from a search engine through KSU do not count as websites. 

Bibliographic Style: Bibliographic entries must be written in the style I will give you, which is also available at <http://www.personal.kent.edu/~cschweit/Stark/writingdocs.htm> unless you have a compelling reason to use another style.  Other styles that may be approved include MLA and APA styles.

Bibliographic summaries: Include the information listed above in your summaries.  Do NOT include direct quotes in the summaries of your references.  Do not copy the abstracts of the articles and paste them into your document.  Summarize the references in your own words.
Special Instructions for Websites: Surf each of the websites that you selected and answer the following questions for each.

A.  What is the website address?

B.  Are there well-defined links to other websites with relevant material?

C.  In your opinion, was the website easy to surf and user friendly?

D.  Are authorities for the information readily identified?

E.  Is primary information cited, as it would be in a term paper or in some other easily found way?

F.  Did the site provide what you judge to be useful, informative material?

Do not provide one word answers to these questions (i.e. yes, no).  Explain your answer.
For Wikipedia.org.
A.  Evaluate (and type out your evaluation of) the information using the criteria listed for websites above.

B.  How does Wikipedia gets its information?

C.  Who evaluates this website?

D.  Who does the fact checking for Wikipedia?

E.  Who can add information to the encyclopedia entries on this website?

Summary: The 500 word summary should be just that: a succinct summary of what you learned from your 10 sources.  The summary must be entirely written in your own words; there will be NO direct 

quotes in the summary.  Cite sources for information in the summary that is not common knowledge.    Do NOT cut and paste your summary or any part of your summary from the web.
Library and Writing Instructions: At least one class period will be spent discussing use of the library and bibliographic styles.  The Kent Campus subscribes to numerous journals and newspapers, and the Stark Campus subscribes to some.  Many journal and magazine articles are available as full text to download.  The Stark Campus library as well as the Kent Campus Library have numerous books and reference sources useful for this project.
Annotated Bibliography checklist: You will be given a checklist of tasks to complete before turning in your annotated bibliography.  You must sign and date the checklist and turn it in with your assignment.  Annotated bibliographies lacking a signed checklist will receive a grade of “0".

Assignments and Due Dates:





Topic: You will turn in your topic as well as a paragraph explaining why you chose the topic. 

Due Date: Wednesday February 7

Points: 10
Bibliography: You will turn in a list of 10 references, following the guidelines above.  A style guide will be provided to you or you may use MLA or APA style.

Due Date: Wednesday February 28

Points: 20
Final Annotated Bibliography and signed checklist

Due Date: Wednesday April 25

Points: 100
Point Breakdown: 
40 points for 500 word summary



40

5 points for each summary (5 x 10 = 50)


50

1 point for each bibliographic entry in an approved style
10
100 total points

Here are some examples of entries in an annotated bibliography, with entries written in the Journal of Paleontology format:
Sullivan, R. M., A. C. Boere, and S. G. Lucas.  2005.  Redescription of the ceratopsid dinosaur Torosaurus utahensis (Gilmore, 1946) and a revision of the genus.  Journal of Paleontology, 79:564-582.

This scholarly article redescribes a species of dinosaur which looks much like Triceratops, and revises the entire genus to which it belongs.  This work is detailed and well-illustrated, and professionals and serious amateurs working in Ohio and elsewhere will find it a useful reference.  The paper included many illustrations of bones and jaws and describes in detail all of the fossils referred to the genus and species.  The paper provides a sound background for study of the ceratopsian dinosaurs from the western United States.  The article is available in paper copy at the Kent Campus library and can be downloaded from the web.

Feldmann, R. M. (ed.).  1996.  Fossils of Ohio.  Ohio Department of Natural Resources Bulletin 70, 577 p.

This comprehensive book provides descriptions and illustrations of fossils that are found in Ohio.  The descriptions and illustrations are excellent and very detailed. In addition to providing descriptions of fossils, the book includes a section on the rocks of Ohio, fossil preservation modes, an overview of major groups of fossil organisms, and fossil preparation techniques.  Each chapter is written by a recognized authority in the field, so that this book is equally useful to amateurs and professional paleontologists.  Anyone who has an interest in fossil collecting in Ohio or in prehistoric life will find this book well worth the modest cost of under $25.00.

Feldmann, R. M., and L. E. Babcock.  1986.  Exceptionally preserved conulariids from Ohio–reinterpretation of their anatomy.  National Geographic Research, 2:464-472.

Conulariids are a bizarre, extinct phylum, and Feldmann and Babcock are authorities on these animals.  This article, written for a general audience with some paleontological background, provides new insight into the morphology of the conulariids.  This paper is the first that introduces the idea that the conulariids comprise their own distinctive phylum.   Readers who would like a more technical treatment should refer to the authors’ other papers on the subject.

Parfit, M.  2005.  Powering the future.  National Geographic, 208(2):2-31.

Alternative energy sources are becoming more and more important as the price of crude oil soars.  This article, while written for a general audience, provides detailed information about current alternative technology and ways in which American citizens can lower their fuel costs by using alternatives to oil and natural gas.  The article provides numerous photographs, charts, and graphs to supplement the information in the text.  In addition to addressing the various alternatives to fossil fuels, the article also addresses the political problems surrounding the move from a petroleum-based fuel economy to one based on wind, solar or other types of power.

Wallis, Claudia.  2005.  The evolution wars.  Time, 166(7):27-35.

The United States is currently engaged in a battle over whether evolution, intelligent design, both, or neither should be taught in high school classrooms.  The debate has sparked intense views on both sides, involving local school boards, teachers, the public, and president George W. Bush.  Scientists argue that intelligent design is not science and thus should not be included in science courses; proponents of ID feel that all views on evolution should be included in science courses.  Scientists worry that introducing such non-science based theories as intelligent design into science courses will weaken the USA’s already weak position in science globally.

Bates, R. L., and J. A. Jackson, eds. 1987.  “Fucoid.”  Glossary of Geology.  Third Edition.  American Geological Institute, Alexandria, Virginia.

This glossary provides concise definitions of geological terms in the realm of general geology, geophysics, and paleontology.  A fucoid is a general term applied to a trace fossil that looks like a trail or burrow that has not been ascribed to a particular genus.  The name comes from a genus of algae, which the trace fossil resembles.  The term can even be applied to fossilized algae.

